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“Without proper succession planning, 
disputes can arise, and wealth can be 

eroded by taxation and administrative 
inefficiencies.”

The Benefits of Trust and Company Structures for Global 
Clients in Asset Protection and Succession Planning.

In an increasingly interconnected and complex world, high-net-worth individuals 
(HNWIs) and families face numerous challenges when it comes to preserving 
wealth, protecting assets, and ensuring smooth succession planning across 
jurisdictions. Trust and company structures have long been instrumental in 
addressing these challenges, providing legal and financial frameworks that 
enhance privacy, tax efficiency, and asset security.

Why Use Trusts and Company Structures?

Trusts and corporate structures serve as powerful tools for:

•	 ASSET PROTECTION: Shielding wealth from external threats such as litigation,
	 creditor claims, or political instability.

•	 SUCCESSION PLANNING: Ensuring a smooth transition of assets across 
	 generations with minimal disruption.

•	 TAX EFFICIENCY: Structuring holdings to optimise tax liabilities in compliance 
	 with relevant legal frameworks.

•	 CONFIDENTIALITY: Enhancing privacy by separating legal ownership from 
	 beneficial ownership.

•	 FLEXIBILITY: Allowing for structured control and governance of assets across 
	 multiple jurisdictions.



1. ASSET PROTECTION:
Shielding Wealth from External Risks

One of the primary advantages of using trusts and company structures is asset 
protection. Individuals and businesses face risks such as litigation, financial 
downturns, and political instability. A well-structured trust or holding company 
ensures that personal wealth is ring-fenced and insulated from potential claims.

CASE STUDY: Middle East

HNWIs in the Middle East often seek structures that provide resilience against 
regional uncertainties. A Guernsey trust, for example, can hold family business 
shares, real estate, and investments, preventing assets from being directly 
exposed to personal liabilities. By appointing a corporate trustee, individuals 
ensure their assets are professionally managed and protected in line with their 
long-term objectives.

CASE STUDY: South Africa

In South Africa, the risk of currency fluctuations and regulatory changes makes 
international trust structures attractive. A South African entrepreneur with 
significant overseas holdings might establish an offshore trust in Guernsey 
to protect assets from potential exchange control restrictions or in extremis, 
expropriation, while ensuring long-term financial security for future generations.

2. SUCCESSION PLANNING:
Ensuring Intergenerational Wealth Transfer

Without proper succession planning, disputes can arise, and wealth can be 
eroded by taxation and administrative inefficiencies. Trusts and family office 
structures offer a controlled and structured mechanism for passing assets 
seamlessly to heirs.

CASE STUDY: UK

In the UK, Inheritance Tax (IHT) can significantly reduce the value of estates. With 
the correct planning, the involvement of a Guernsey trustee can help families 
to manage their IHT obligations while ensuring that wealth is preserved and 
distributed according to pre-determined wishes.

CASE STUDY: Kenya

Kenyan business owners often have diverse assets, including local enterprises, 
international investments, and real estate. A suitable structure can allow them 
to retain control over asset distribution while ensuring legal continuity. This 
approach can prevent disputes and aligns family governance with long-term 
succession goals. Furthermore, by having international assets in a trust outside 
of Kenya helps insulate the assets from domestic political risk.



3. TAX EFFICIENCY & REGULATORY 
	  COMPLIANCE
A key driver for using trusts and corporate structures is tax efficiency. While 
tax planning must always adhere to legal and regulatory frameworks, strategic 
structuring can ensure compliance while reducing exposure to excessive taxation.

GUERNSEY: A Tax-Neutral Jurisdiction

Guernsey’s tax-neutral environment makes it an attractive location for trust 
and corporate structuring. With no capital gains tax, inheritance tax, or wealth 
tax, Guernsey-based trusts provide an optimal solution for HNWIs looking to 
structure their assets efficiently while remaining compliant with home-country 
tax laws.

CORPORATE STRUCTURES for Business Owners

For business owners with international operations, setting up an offshore holding 
company can provide significant tax advantages. For example, a Middle Eastern 
entrepreneur with foreign subsidiaries might use a Guernsey holding company 
to centralise corporate governance, manage tax exposure, and ensure seamless 
operational control.

4. CONFIDENTIALITY & PRIVACY:
Protecting Beneficial Ownership

In an era of increasing transparency, maintaining financial privacy is becoming 
more challenging. Trusts and corporate structures can offer a layer of confidentiality 
while ensuring compliance with international regulatory requirements.

MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA: Enhanced Privacy Needs

Families in the Middle East and Africa often prefer discretionary trusts or Private 
Trust Companies (PTCs) to maintain privacy while adhering to international 
reporting standards. Guernsey’s robust but discreet regulatory framework 
ensures that clients can protect their personal financial information from 
unnecessary public disclosure.



5. FLEXIBILITY AND CONTROL:
Adapting to Changing Circumstances

Trusts and corporate structures offer a high degree of flexibility, allowing clients 
to adjust their financial strategies as their circumstances evolve.

THE ROLE of Family Offices

For ultra-high-net-worth families, establishing a Family Office structure can 
provide bespoke governance solutions, managing everything from asset 
allocation to philanthropy and lifestyle management including luxury assets 
ensuring that family legacies are preserved across generations.

DYNAMIC Trust Provisions

Modern trusts incorporate protector mechanisms, allowing trusted advisors to 
oversee trustee decisions. This is particularly beneficial for clients in jurisdictions 
where asset protection and oversight are crucial. 

CHOOSING the Right Fiduciary Partner

Selecting a professional and reputable fiduciary provider is essential to 
maximising the benefits of trust and corporate structures. At Artemis Fiduciaries, 
we bring over four decades of expertise in international finance and  trust and 
company administration, ensuring that our clients’ assets are managed with 
integrity, discretion, and regulatory compliance.

Why Artemis Fiduciaries?

•	 Independence & Expertise: Privately owned and fully independent, ensuring
	 unbiased advice.

•	 Regulatory Compliance: Licensed and regulated by the Guernsey Financial 
	 Services Commission.

•	 Technology-Driven Solutions: Advanced automation for seamless reporting 
	 and governance.

•	 Bespoke Services: Tailored structures designed to meet the unique needs of 
	 each client.

CONCLUSION
For international clients with complex asset portfolios and cross-
border family dynamics, trust and company structures offer security, 
continuity, and efficiency. Whether safeguarding wealth, planning 
succession, or optimising tax exposure, the right fiduciary strategy 
ensures that assets remain protected for future generations.
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