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Introduction

Periods of geopolitical tension affect far more than markets or investment
portfolios. They carry real human consequences: uncertainty for families,
disruption to businesses and concern for the safety and wellbeing of loved
ones. For those living in regions experiencing instability, the immediate priority
is always personal, ensuring that family members, colleagues and communities
remain safe.

For families whose lives, businesses and assets span multiple jurisdictions,
however, such moments can also prompt quieter reflection. When the broader
environment becomes unpredictable, it is natural to consider whether existing
arrangements would function as intended if circumstances became more
difficult.

These conversations are rarely driven by alarm. Rather, they reflect careful
stewardship and a desire for continuity. Families responsible for preserving
wealth across generations often seek reassurance that the structures they
have established, whether trusts, holding companies or family governance
frameworks, are resilient enough to withstand external pressures.

Advisers working with international families frequently see this pattern during
periods of geopolitical uncertainty. Families and their advisers may take
the opportunity to review existing arrangements, not because something is
necessarily wrong, but because uncertainty highlights the value of resilience.

Often these reviews simply confirm that well-established structures remain
entirely appropriate. Experienced trustees, supported by sound legal frameworks
and stable jurisdictions, frequently provide exactly the continuity families are
seeking. In some cases, however, the process may reveal opportunities to
strengthen governance, clarify succession planning or consider whether certain
elements of a structure could benefit from being located in particularly stable
jurisdictions.

It is within this broader context that the concept sometimes described as a
“sanctuary trust” has gained attention.

“In uncertain tumes,

reassurance (tself can be valuable”




A framework built for continuity

The term “sanctuary trust” does not refer to a specific legal product. Rather, it
describes an approach to structuring wealth that places particular emphasis on
stability, continuity and legal certainty.

At its core are three foundational elements: experienced professional
trustees, a mature body of trust law and a politically stable jurisdiction.

Professional trustees provide institutional continuity and fiduciary
discipline. Independent trustees bring experience, governance structures
and regulatory oversight that help ensure decisions are made thoughtfully
and in accordance with the long-term intentions of the family. Particularly
during periods of wider uncertainty, this steady governance can offer
reassurance to beneficiaries and advisers alike.

The legal framework is equally important. Established trust jurisdic-
tions provide clear statutory protections, predictable court interpretation
and a long history of fiduciary administration. This legal certainty allows
families to structure their affairs with confidence that the governing rules
will remain consistent over time.

Finally, the broader stability of the jurisdiction itself plays an
important role. Political neutrality, strong regulatory oversight and an
experienced judiciary all contribute to an environment in which wealth
structures can operate with predictability.



Operational resilience and modern financial infrastructure

Alongside legal and governance considerations, operational resilience has become
an increasingly relevant factor in how international wealth structures are designed.

What creates systemic risk is the interdependence of these layers.
Pressure affecting one area can quickly cascade into others, for example,
reduced staffing capacity affecting cyber defence, or telecommunications

Modern financial systems depend on a combination of three interrelated outages preventing access to critical systems.

infrastructure layers: human expertise, physical facilities and digital networks. Under
normal conditions these layers reinforce one another. During periods of geopolitical
instability, however, all three can face simultaneous pressure.

For internationally mobile families and investors, one practical way to
mitigate these risks is through geographic diversification of financial

Human infrastructure

remains fundamental.
Financial and techno-
logical systems ulti-

mately rely on skilled
professionals to oper-
ate, maintain and se-
cure them. In situations
of conflict or disruption,
organisations may ex-
perience displacement
of staff, restrictions on
movement or broader
interruptions to normal
working patterns. Such
factors can reduce op-
erational oversight and
slow the response to
emerging risks.

Physical infrastructure
also underpins financial
operations. Offices, data
centres, telecommu-
nications facilities and
power networks all form
part of the environment
in which wealth struc-
tures are administered.
These assets may be af-
fected by energy short-
ages, infrastructure deg-
radation or restrictions
on access, even where
direct physical damage
is absent.
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The third layer is digital
infrastructure. Modern
financial systems rely
heavily on interconnect-
ed networks that include
banking platforms, pay-
ment systems, cloud
services and telecom-
munications networks.
These systems may face
disruption through cy-
ber operations, sanc-
tions-related restrictions
or broader instability
affecting national infra-
structure.

and operational infrastructure. In practice this may involve relocating
certain structures to a stable jurisdiction, or establishing a diversified
portfolio of structures across more than one financial centre.
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The role of jurisdictional stability

Jurisdiction therefore becomes an important consideration
in building resilient structures. Families often seek locations
with a long-standing reputation for fiduciary services and
legal systems that have developed carefully over decades.

Guernsey offers one such example. The island has a well-
established history of trust administration supported by
a mature legal framework. Guernsey trust law includes
recognised firewall provisions that protect trusts from
certain external claims and forced heirship challenges
under foreign law, helping ensure that the governing law
of the trust remains paramount.

Alongside this, the island benefits from a conservative
regulatory framework and an experienced judiciary.
Together these elements create a cohesive legal ecosystem
in which trustees, courts and regulators all contribute to
maintaining the integrity of fiduciary structures.

Guernsey's political and economic stability is also relevant.
Modern conflicts increasingly include cyber operations
and the targeting of critical national infrastructure. Smaller
jurisdictions with specialised financial services sectors but
limited strategic military or industrial infrastructure are
generally less likely to be priority targets in large-scale
geopolitical conflicts.

While no jurisdiction is entirely immune from global
developments, locating certain structures in stable financial
centres can help support continuity of administration,
record keeping and transaction capability even if instability
affects other regions.




A considered and long-term perspective

Importantly, reviewing wealth structures during periods of
uncertainty is not about reacting hastily to world events. Most
family structures are designed to operate across decades, often
supporting several generations. As such, they must be capable
of adapting to political change, economic cycles and evolving
global circumstances.

For many families, the most valuable step is simply a thoughtful
review with trusted advisers. These discussions often confirm
that existing arrangements remain strong and well positioned.
Occasionally they may highlight sensible refinements that
further strengthen the overall framework.

In uncertain times, reassurance itself can be valuable.

Ultimately, behind every wealth structure are families whose
lives span multiple countries and cultures. Discussions about
resilience and long-term planning are therefore best approached
with sensitivity and perspective.

The idea sometimes described as a sanctuary trust simply reflects
a broader philosophy: creating structures grounded in stability,
supported by experienced professionals and embedded within
legal systems designed to endure.

In an unpredictable world, that quiet continuity can provide an
important source of confidence for families looking toward the
future.
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